Conference Finale Event

UNITED 4 CHILDREN PRESENTS THE BUILDING THE PRESCHOOL TO PROMISE PIPELINE CONFERENCE FINALE EVENT

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for the inaugural Building the Preschool to Promise
Pipeline Conference Finale Event. During today's networking event, two keynote
speakers will briefly share their experiences: one as a previous high school
educator -- St. Louis Treasurer Adam Layne -- and one as a mother and
community builder in the St. Louis school system -- Carmen Ward,
Becomingcarmen LLC.
One of our goals today is to bring a diverse range of voices and thoughts to the
subject of breaking the preschool to prison pipeline in St. Louis. There will be a
few questions physically placed around the room for your feedback as we
network:
What does Building the Preschool to Promise Pipeline (or breaking the
preschool to prison pipeline) mean to you?
Imagine if every child in St. Louis region were ready for kindergarten with a
strong foundation of social-emotional skills? What would their educational
experiences and lives past kindergarten look like? What would it take?
Imagine if every child in the St. Louis region were reading confidently by the
3rd grade? What would their adult lives look like? What would it take?
You will have the opportunity to answer these question on post-it notes around
the room or you can answer them digitally by scanning the QR code posted with
each question.
Most importantly, today's event will celebrate educators as one of the most
important members of our children's village. Today is an opportunity to learn
more about how together, we can support our region's educators better.
Thank you for joining us today! We are grateful to know we are not alone in our
vision for vulnerable children and communities.
Gratefully,

Deanna Finch
Executive Director
United 4 Children
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Meet Our Keynote Speakers

Carmen Ward, Becomingcarmen LLC
Carmen Ward, a St. Louis native, earned a Double Bachelor Degree from Western
Illinois University in Sociology and Law Enforcement Justice Administration. She
has always believed she was meant to help shift the paradigm of her community.
For Ward, collaboration and holistic resources are crucial to the upward mobility of
a community and its people. That in mind, she has been building her own business
Becomingcarmen LLC and aspires to start a nonprofit to support her region that
she believes lives in silos by design.
Ward said United 4 Children’s conference gave her time to reflect on the preschool
to promise pipeline. She said, “I was honored that I finally got an opportunity to
recall the promises that I made to my son and his future. Before this event I had
forgotten abo

UNITED 4 CHILDREN PRESENTS THE BUILDING THE PRESCHOOL TO PROMISE PIPELINE CONFERENCE FINALE EVENT

St. Louis City Treasurer Adam Layne
Treasurer Layne was appointed in April of 2021 after many came to know him from
his service on the St. Louis School Board. During his time on the Board of Education,
Treasurer Layne focused on equity while advocating for every school to be a quality
school. He created and chaired the Standing Committee on Budget Equity &
Transparency. Treasurer Layne originally joined the Treasurer’s Office as the Deputy
Chief of Staff – where he led projects that were crucial during the economic challenges
of the pandemic.
A Boston, MA native, Treasurer Layne started his career in 2011 as a high school math
teacher in St. Louis Public Schools. Then, he launched, developed, and directed
education access programs at InspireSTL before becoming an independent
consultant. He also launched The Young Griot Society, a nonprofit program that seeks
to increase youth literacy through creative writing.
“To build a preschool to promise pipeline, you’ve got to start early, and start with our
most valuable asset as a city…our children. Every decision we make as stakeholders of
our city, should also be made as stewards, strategically focused to empower the
future of our students by providing a quality foundation in financial education and
literacy,” said Treasurer Layne.

Networking Event Entertainment
IGNITE THEATRE COMPANY
Ignite Theatre company is dedicated to creating
great people first and great performers second. As
St. Louis' only operating city based youth theatre
company Ignite is a hub for young creatives all over
the Metro East looking to learn, grow, and create
together. Whether they create together in camps,
classes, school partnerships, mainstage
productions these young prove with service,
performance, arts opportunities, real life
experience, and kindness it only takes a SPARK to
help create great people...while you enjoy great
performances!

Reflection Activity
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
You may have noticed our questions placed around the room at The Schlafly Tap
Room. We would love for you to offer your feedback on these as we network
today!
For your consideration:
What does Building the Preschool to Promise Pipeline (or breaking the
preschool to prison pipeline) mean to you?
Imagine if every child in St. Louis region were ready for kindergarten with a
strong foundation of social-emotional skills? What would their educational
experiences and lives past kindergarten look like? What would it take?
Imagine if every child in the St. Louis region were reading confidently by the
3rd grade? What would their adult lives look like? What would it take?
You can answer these question on post-its at each question station around the
room or you can answer them digitally by clicking here.

About United 4 Children

We believe that all children deserve a strong foundation to thrive regardless of race, zip
code or ability. We address inequities in early childhood education for children, families,
communities, and our workforce through individualized investments in childcare
businesses, programs, and providers in the most vulnerable populations in Missouri. 
U4C’s parent organization, Child Day Care Association was created in 1969 to help create a
system of support for childcare providers in Missouri. St. Louis 4 Kids had a similar
mission for afterschool programs in the City of St. Louis. In 2012, their marriage created
United 4 Children to empower caregivers to nurture whole-child development through
both early childhood and afterschool programs.
U4C has 27 years of experience in social-emotional development and inclusive training,
coaching and evaluations. Our staff of 36 have lived experiences as educators and/or
program director/owners and have expertise in social-emotional development, conscious
discipline, and trauma informed practices. 
Impacting more than 34,000 each year, U4C’s wrap around programming meets
caregivers where they are, empowering them with the knowledge and skills necessary to
ensure that children feel safe, are nourished, and are nurtured. 

Learn More at United4Children.org.

Fund-A-Need

Your gift will make an immediate and lasting impact on our
region's children, families, and childcare providers.
Learn more below and click here to donate.
$2,500: A gift at this level could provide developmental screenings for 50 children
for an entire year! In 2021, 19% of the children we screened scored “at-risk” for
developmental delays and were given elevated support and referrals.
$1,000: A gift at this level could provide children's books that talk about nutrition,
exercise, and staying healthy on a child's level to the childcare programs who
prepare more than 2 million meals and snacks for children each year.
$500: A gift at this level could pay for 4 coaching sessions to help a provider develop a
business plan, handbooks, and other materials they need to be successful, sustainable
business owners-- using the research-based framework of the Business Administration
Scale or Program Administration Scale.
$250: In 2021, we celebrated 6 teachers earning a child development associates’
credential! A gift at this level could provide five teachers with reference materials
they need to be successful as they pursue their credentials.
$100: A gift at this level could purchase a set of multicultural dolls for a preschool
classroom. Each of our precious children needs to see toys that look like them. You
could help our region’s children know that they belong!
$50: A gift at this level could create a customized literacy kit that focuses on social
emotional literacy so that children learn words and situations that will help them to
cope with life.
$25: A gift at this level could provide a classroom with sensory items to help children
self-soothe and redirect their energy on challenging days.

Young Friends Board
purpose
United 4 Children's Young Friends Board is focused on finding new
ways to drive awareness and community engagement of United 4
Children through exciting events, collaborative get togethers, and
social networking to continue to help children in our community.

United 4 Children
Vision
Every child has the foundation to thrive.
Mission
United 4 Children empowers caregivers to nurture whole-child
development through early childhood and afterschool programs.
Impact snapshot
More than 4,200 virtual and in-person site visits with
childhood educators in 2021.
Around 300 trainings held in 2021 reaching more than 350
different childcare programs and nearly 2,000 childhood
educators.
480 developmental screenings performed in 2021.
Nearly 2 million meals and snacks served throughout Missouri
and Illinois in 2021.

Join Us!
Young Friends Happy Hour at 4 p.m. at Schlafly Tap
ROom's Bar

In Partnership with:

Click Here to
Save Your
Virtual Spot
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