
Bret Heinrich,  
President & CEO

Dear Changemaker, 
Childcare is different today than it was 50 years ago. It is not just a place 

for parents to take their children for days out of the house. It is not solely a 

place for babysitting. It is not as simple as just providing toys, food, diapers, 

and nap time. Today, childcare has evolved into being a place where little 

ones learn how to understand and communicate their needs, how to regulate 

their emotions, how to resolve conflict, how to build relationships with other 

children in a group setting, and so much more.

Additionally, high-quality childcare provides support for mom, dad, 

and other family members. High-quality care helps families learn how to 

recognize when their baby needs additional developmental support; how to 

find resources when their child has developmental delays, special needs, or 

challenging behaviors; how to increase their child’s vocabulary and reading 

skills; and how to get their child ready for kindergarten.

Our Social-Emotional Early Childhood (SEEC) and Inclusion programs are 

our cornerstone services for coaching childcare providers on how to build 

the long list of skills children need to reach their fullest potential. In childcare 

settings receiving United 4 Children's services, 85% of children we observe maintain a quality childcare placement. We are the 

only Missouri state-funded program addressing the federal recommendations of reducing preschool suspension rates through 

teaching social-emotional skills. Helping children develop social-emotional skills is even more crucial now with the trauma that 

children and families have experienced through the pandemic.

United 4 Children values community and equity. This means that we put the needs and desires of children, families, and 

caregivers at the center of our work, and we envision a future where childhood outcomes are not predicted by race, zip code, or 

ability. We believe that every child needs and deserves a village of committed, attentive, and loving adults. Will you join us in 

building equitable, high-quality early learning experiences for all children?

  Changemakers

Sincerely,

Deanna Finch, Executive Director
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Stephanie LaFleur
Development & Event Coordinator

Joined United 4 Children in February 2020

Stephanie brings knowledge in community 

building and social justice to United 4 

Children. She creates initiatives that  

help others feel excited to support United  

4 Children’s work in early childhood 

education.

Q&A 
What's a topic you could talk about  

forever?

Houseplants.

What’s your favorite St. Louis small 

business? 

Urban Chestnut Brewing Company. 

Why is United 4 Children’s mission 

important to you? 

Like many people, I believe children are our 

future and they deserve to 1) receive every 

opportunity to succeed and 2) live in an 

ever-improving world. It is important to me 

that United 4 Children pays close attention 

to whole-child development and factors 

like racism and economic inequality to set 

children up with a foundation to thrive.

Brooke Bennett
Advancement Officer

Joined United 4 Children in October 2020

Brooke brings an extensive knowledge  

on pedagogy, child development, and 

fundraising to her role at United 4 Children. 

She leads the charge in increasing United  

4 Children’s recognition and support in  

the community.

Q&A 

What hobby do you invest a lot of time on?

Gardening. 

What’s your favorite St. Louis small 

business? 

Treats Unleashed. 

Why is United 4 Children’s mission 

important to you?

We partner with and support parents, 

families, educators, and community 

members to ensure all children have  

the foundation to thrive – our children 

deserve that. United 4 Children strives for 

a future where childhood outcomes are not 

predicted by race, zip code, or ability.

Megan Favignano
Marketing & Communications Coordinator

Joined United 4 Children in February 2021

Megan brings knowledge in effective 

communication plans and storytelling to 

United 4 Children. She develops strategies 

for United 4 Children marketing and 

communication efforts to bolster brand 

awareness.

Q&A
What’s something your home office 

wouldn’t be complete without? 

My dog!

What’s your favorite St. Louis small 

business? 

Local Harvest Grocery Store.

Why is United 4 Children’s mission 

important to you? 

When children thrive, our community 

thrives. As an aunt to five, I am honored  

to be part of the village for several little  

ones. I appreciate United 4 Children’s  

role in ensuring all children have a strong  

village behind them. I most resonate  

with our organization’s value of equity.  

Get to Know the Advancement Team
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Out of concern for COVID-19, United 4 Children's annual 

Lighting the Way Gala went virtual last year. Community 

members tuned in from the comfort of their own homes for 

an award celebration, musical entertainment, a silent auction, 

and a shared passion for ensuring that every child has the 

foundation to thrive.

Veronica Greene, in-home childcare provider and founder of 

Casa de Niños, shared her story during the Gala. She started a 

childcare business so she could give children a place to learn 

how to help each other, how to be independent, and how to 

speak another language – just as she had provided for her own 

children. Greene described her feeling of gratitude when she 

discovered United 4 Children’s childcare provider trainings and 

Nutrition Services support, but United 4 Children has become 

more than just a resource for her. 

“The most valuable support that I got from United 4 Children 

was during the pandemic. It was really nice to have a place 

where I could be heard, understood, and encouraged. It was like 

having a family,” Greene shared during the 2020 Lighting The 

Way Gala.

During the Gala, United 4 Children also recognized champions 

who work tirelessly to advance the organization’s mission 

of ensuring all children have equitable educational and 

developmental opportunities. 

United 4 Children is grateful to everyone who shared their  

story during the Gala, and is thankful to the many sponsors 

who made the Gala possible last year. A special thank you  

to Gene and Joan Slay Charitable Foundation, AT&T – Missouri, 

East Side River Transportation Inc., Gladiator Consulting LLC, 

Jackie Joyner-Kersee Foundation, First Bank,  

Sam and Marilyn Fox Family Foundation,  

and Rottler Pest Solutions for  

being event sponsors!

Save the 
Date

JUNE 18 

United 4 Children invites you to attend 

its first-ever virtual trivia night. Stay 

tuned for more details about how to 

sign up. Start thinking about who you 

want at your virtual trivia table  

(up to eight players per table)! 

JULY 22 
Join United 4 Children on your lunch 

break for a virtual Lunch & Learn at 11 

a.m. to learn more about the firsthand 

experiences of childcare providers 

in our community. United 4 Children 

hosts a Lunch & Learn each quarter. 

This year, each one will dive deeper 

into how United 4 Children addresses 

inequity in early childhood education. 

You can register to attend the 

upcoming Lunch & Learn or  

watch previous episodes on our 

website at www.united4children.org/

lunch-learn/

SEPTEMBER 9 
United 4 Children will host its annual 

Lighting the Way Gala virtually. The 

evening promises a keynote address, 

stories from childcare providers, 

musical entertainment, a silent auction, 

and an award celebration. Interested 

in being a sponsor? Contact United 

4 Children Development and Event 

Coordinator Stephanie LaFleur at 

lafleurs@united4children.org or  

314-261-0902 to learn more.

EVENT RECAP

Lighting the Way from Home

COMMUNITY  
CHAMPION AWARD
Dr. Jason Purnell

CHILDCARE PROVIDER 
CHAMPION AWARD

Denise Carter

SUPPORTING FUNDER 
CHAMPION AWARD
Gene & Joan Slay 

COMMUNITY PARTNER
CHAMPION AWARD
First Step to Equity 

Collaborative
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As this global pandemic stretches into its second year, United 4 Children understands that there are continued stresses involved in supporting 

early childhood education during this time. These added burdens are often directly absorbed by our childcare providers. This past year, we have 

been proud to be able to support childcare providers with your help!

To continue supporting childcare providers through these difficult times, United 4 Children was pleased to offer direct financial assistance to 

childcare providers in the organization’s Programs Achieving Quality program. Just last month, United 4 Children provided $500 grants to 45 

childcare centers and outreach providers to help them continue to navigate the many challenges that COVID-19 presents. Thank you to the 

anonymous funder who made these grants possible! 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

United 4 Children Gets Critical Resources  
to Childcare Providers

United 4 Children, with support from our donors and community partners, provided thousands of COVID-19  

resources to childcare providers since the start of the pandemic last spring, including:

1,636 

boxes of shelf  
stable foods

796
boxes of fresh  

produce

22,000
 diapers

$61,000  
in mini-grants to struggling  

childcare providers
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United 4 Children to Lead St. Louis Regional Hub  
to Improve Resources for Families
The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

and its Office of Early Learning named United 4 Children as the 

community leader for a new St. Louis Regional Hub. This new 

coordinated support system will guarantee families have the 

knowledge and resources to make informed decisions that impact the 

safety, health, and education of their children. The United 4 Children 

team is ecstatic to share this news and is looking forward to the 

opportunity this presents.

United 4 Children Executive Director Deanna Finch believes this hub 

model will help make the St. Louis region more equitable for children 

and families. Currently, families in low-income neighborhoods may 

have access to fewer resources or lack awareness of what resources 

are available to them. The regional hub model will encourage 

relationship building among families, schools, and childcare providers 

to change that. 

The Office of Early Learning also announced leaders for other regional 

hubs across the state and plans to identify additional regional hubs 

this spring. Finch said this new regional hub model will help United 4 

Children accelerate part of its long-term strategic plan. 

“Through much of our current work, we refer families and childcare 

providers to helpful resources, but we don’t always have formal 

partnerships with those resources. This new regional hub will be 

a systematic way for us to build and improve relationships with 

those resource providers in the area,” she explained. “We had 

this innovative idea as part of our new strategic plan in 2019 not 

expecting that this type of investment would be made by the State. 

This opportunity will expedite what we were expecting we could 

accomplish in five to ten years.”

The regional hubs will coordinate community resources available 

to families, such as resources related to nutrition, mental health, 

education, development, literacy, and more. United 4 Children Program 

Officer Elisa Zieg said this model is all about listening to what people 

need and helping get those resources to them. Better access to 

resources could improve long-term outcomes for  

a child or family. 

“St. Louis is a leader in preschool and school suspensions. We know 

that those suspensions have a ripple effect for families,” Zieg said. 

“That one thing can impact a family’s ability to keep a job or stay in 

their home. The suspensions end up leading to further negative life 

outcomes, including prison. The preschool to prison pipeline is a  

real thing.” 

All regional hubs across the state will focus on building a  

foundation of strong community partnerships throughout  

2021, and will be operational and  

serving families by summer  

or fall 2022.

“It’s going to take all of us – families, 

childcare providers, schools, and service 

providers – to build this hub model into what 

St. Louis area children and families want and 

need. United 4 Children is committed to a 

collaborative, co-creation approach as we 

search for partners in this work.” 

             —Executive Director Deanna Finch
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BECOME A FOUNDING MEMBER  
OF CHANGE 4 CHILDREN 
In April 2021, United 4 Children launched Change 4 

Children— a new program for the organization’s most 

enthusiastic supporters. Change 4 Children is an opportunity 

to donate a set amount each month. When United 4 Children 

receives steady, reliable donations each month, the organization is able to see a clearer picture 

of what support will be like and can better fund its 

vision to make sure every child has a foundation to 

thrive. Monthly giving is an opportunity to help the 

organization make a bigger impact on that vision.

Anyone who joins Change 4 Children will receive 

a thank you gift in exchange for the gift that their 

donation provides for a child or childcare provider:

•   Join by giving $10 a month and receive a 

grocery tote. With $10, United 4 Children can 

provide a childcare center with a book that  

helps children understand and communicate 

their emotions.  

•   If you give $25 a month, you will receive a water 

bottle and help United 4 Children provide a 

childcare center with a sensory item to help 

children with special needs meet development 

milestones.  

•   Join by giving $50 a month to receive an 

umbrella. With $50, United 4 Children can 

purchase technology to help observe childcare 

classrooms virtually.

•   If you decide to give $100 a month, you will receive a United 

4 Children quarter zip sweatshirt and help United 4 Children 

support a childcare provider in purchasing study materials for 

the Child Development Associate program.

To join Change 4 Children as a founding member, select  

"Change 4 Children" underneath "Get Involved" at 

United4Children.org. 

Be a Changemaker for Children — Get Involved!

Will you donate your most 
generous gift? 
Please support United 4 Children at 

united4children.org or by returning 

your gift in the enclosed envelope. 

Thank you for your continued support!

Thank  
You 

to our founding 

members who  

joined on  

Change 4 Children's  

Launch Day! 

 

Beth Csengody  

Erica Mulligan  

Caitlin Zera 

 Megan Favignano

UNITED 4 CHILDREN 
DIRECTORS APPROVE  
YOUNG FRIENDS BOARD  
TO BEGIN LATER THIS YEAR 
United 4 Children’s Board of Directors 

recently approved the founding of 

a Young Friends Board. The Young 

Friends Board will introduce young 

professionals who have a desire to 

improve the lives of children to United 

4 Children's mission. Young Friends 

will support United 4 Children’s 

work through events focused on 

advocacy, education, fundraising and 

volunteering. The new board will begin 

meeting regularly later this year once 

its founding members are identified. 

SUPPORTING CHILDREN
AND FAMILIES 
This past year, children near and 

far may have experienced some of 

the most unprecedented changes 

and uncertain futures. Nonetheless, 

children remained courageous, their 

caregivers confident, and YOU were 

United 4 Children. 

Your contribution will provide high-

quality support to childcare and 

afterschool programs, allowing families 

to feel at ease knowing their children, 

regardless of ability, are receiving the 

best care possible and have every 

opportunity to succeed.
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United 4 Children celebrated National Volunteer 

Week with an organization-wide volunteer 

day on Monday, April 19. United 4 Children’s 

team had the option to volunteer with either a 

childcare provider we impact or with a community 

organization that’s important to them. Most of 

our team volunteered with a childcare provider, 

allowing United 4 Children to offer additional 

support to some of the childcare providers we 

work with. 

Erika Mallet, United 4 Children early childhood 

specialist, spent the morning doing yardwork and 

cleaning playground toys for a childcare home 

provider in Florissant. She said it was rewarding 

to spend time with co-workers while uplifting 

the community United 4 Children serves. “I felt 

thankful for the opportunity to help someone,” 

Mallet added. 

Lexi Blackwell, MO inclusion specialist, 

volunteered for a childcare provider in north St. 

Louis. She and two other United 4 Children team 

members organized and labeled the provider’s 

toys and educational materials. She said it felt 

good to see a childcare provider face-to-face. 

“The most rewarding thing was seeing the 

excitement from the provider as we went through 

the organizational process,” Blackwell said. 

United 4 Children took COVID safety precautions 

when volunteering, including having no more than 

three staff members at each location to ensure 

proper distancing and requiring use of face masks. 

Overall, volunteer day was a fun way to come 

together as a team to support childcare providers 

who continue to work with United 4 Children 

toward our vision that every child has the  

foundation to thrive.

United 4 Children Celebrates National Volunteer Week
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1310 Papin Street, Suite 100B  
St. Louis, MO 63103 
314-531-1412 
United4Children.org

United 4 Children  

empowers caregivers  

to nurture whole-child  

development through  

early childhood and  

afterschool programs.
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United 4 Children  

empowers caregivers  

to nurture whole-child  

development through  

early childhood and  

afterschool programs.

S A V E  T H E  D A T E !

9     9     2021

United 4 Children is excited to present the  

Lighting The Way Gala virtually at 7 p.m.  

on September 9, 2021. The evening  

promises a keynote address, stories  

from childcare providers, musical  

entertainment, a silent auction,  

and an award celebration. Interested in  

becoming an event sponsor? Please contact  

United 4 Children for more information.
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